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your nane, and | think we are not Just tal king here
about senator's confidentiality but the public, the
taxpayer, the people we represent. | do hope the press
will ook into that and maybe nake a story out of what
we are being charged for inconpleted calls. Maybe |
amwong. Like |I say, | haven't had a chance to check
it out. But thereis a story for the news nedia. Thank
you, Mr. Presidente

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Chanbers

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman and nenbers of the Legis-
lature, one other point tying in with what Senator H ggins
said but not exactly the same. Renmenber, and the nedia
shoul d be aware of this, they can get the total anount
that we spend on calls and attribute it to each one of us.
If you designate six tel ephones and there is no way to
account for who uses it and how nuch tine, then you get

a total figure, and let's say it is 450,000, so they
estimate that on the average each senator is spending about
a thousand plus dollars on those calls per year. Maybe

I woul d never use the phone at all. But a certain anount
is attributed to me internms of calls that | feel should
not be charged to me personally. The only tine | use

these phones back here is if a call is transferred from
ny office down here. | don't dial out nunbers on those
phones. | don't use other phones in the building unless

I amin sonebody's office and sonebody tries to reach

nme and that is where they get me. They can | ook at the
amount that is spent by me. They can find it right now
by checking the records of the calls that | nake. Now I
don't think we should encourage people to funnel calls

t hrough any ot her tel ephones so that there is no way to
even keep a record of the anount that we spend, and sone
di stinctions should be made which | amafraid are not
going to be made now because all types of issues have
been inJected. The nmedia are responsible for a | ot of
this and when | say nedia, | nean those people in offices
who make deci sions that you never see. You woul dn't know
if he or she were an edi.tor. They send reporters to do
their hired gun work. But one of the nost |aughable
things | sawwas | think in the Lincoln Star ere they
equat ed our not wanting all of' our phone calls nmade open
to the public with the reason the public won't vote to
give us a raise. Now | think if there were no tel ephones
at all, the public wouldn't vote to give us a raise. If
we paid personally for the tel ephone service, the public
is not going to vote to give us a raise, so when you talk
about putting in false issues, that was one of the cheapest
shots that a cheap news nedia could take. But wh" =al k-
ing as though they are interested in protecting the rights
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